
T
  

H
  

E

IBLS Wheel Standards
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*C - Wheel check.

53.38

3.336

4.448

6.672

All measurements in inches. 

The BLS never “formally” ratified these standards, but many, 
if  not most, clubs in the US have adopted these as de-facto 
standards for interchangeability of  equipment. Some 7 ¼” 
gauge tracks use the PLS Standards on the other side. Check 
with your local club.
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1 - Back to Back measurement is Minimum. Recommended dimension in .032 larger.
2 - Wheel check.
3 - Wheel fillet (“R” on front) on 1 ½” wheels in .094.

NOTE:
The Pennsylvania Live Steamers (PLS) standards shown here 
were mailed by at least one BLS secretary for wheel 
dimension requests. This was so people could run on 
established tracks in the northeast that were built pre-BLS 
dimensions. Tracks built to allow these wheels will handle 
BLS dimensions, but tracks built to those specifications will 
not allow these wheels to run in good order. The most 
significant dimension change is in the back-to-back 
measurement over the IBLS dimensions.
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